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with myself. He ordered a dozen assorted E.M.F's. (5/- brand)
on the strength of your visit. Sold them. Ordered 20. Is selling
them. I told him The Omnibus1- was a book. He ordered two. A
Yank came in: guessed he wanted something to read. Saw The
Omnibus, Said 'That's the best set of short stories ever printed1
.. . and took the two.

I don't endorse the Y's opinion. V.G. yes ,. . but the best?
No, I don't agree. However my critical judgement, though
dogmatic & dictatorial, is (according to Lucas) bad. Hoots. I
congratulate you, anyway.

This letter must stop. Pen-holding is a small scale business,
& makes my wrist ache: and there are many letters to write.

Writing is a mean snivelling business. It fails to convey any-
thing bigger than its own scrawling miserable pot-hooks. Hoots.

T.E.

286:   TO J. G. WILSON2
25.5.26                                                                                  [Cra nweir\

Dear Wilson, The Windsor copy will be duly sent: but I'm
an old-fashioned person, to whom it seems improper that Kings
should buy and sell among their subjects. You told me that the
advance cheque was Fortescue8: and I mean to return it gently
to him with the book when it is ready. F. is decent, and will not
tell his owner: for I should prefer Him to think He is paying for
it, since that is His notion of propriety.

Whittingham and Griggs, the printers of the colour plates,
had promised August as their finishing date, before the strike.4
Now, I suppose, one cannot say. After them there is only the
binding. Text is ready, index in hand, map begun. I begin to
see light through the back cover, at last. Yours                   T.E.S.

Me for India in November: so it must end before that.

1 The Celestial Ommbus, by E. M. Forster.
- Of J. & E. Bumpus: the booksellers.
a Sir John Fortescue, Librarian to H.M. King- George V at Windsor Castle.
1 The General Strike.